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L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǾƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ  
the working class. 

 

L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ any other choice. 
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²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘΚ 
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Does it really matter? 

Legislators from white-collar backgrounds . . .  

. . . vote more conservatively on economic bills 

. . . devote less energy to economic problems 

. . . have more conservative economic values 

. . . create economic policy that favors the rich 

 

 



Does it really matter? 
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²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ 
to combat rising inequality?  

 

Because millionaires and white-collar 
professionals are calling the shots.  
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Why are there so few ___ in office? 



Why are there so few ___ in office? 

women 



Why are there so few ___ in office? 

women racial minorities 



Why are there so few ___ in office? 

women racial minorities blue-collar workers 

?  



Some Possibilities 

Theory 1:  
Voters prefer wealthy, white-collar candidates. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Some Possibilities 

Theory 1:  
Voters prefer wealthy, white-collar candidates. 

 

Theory 2:  

Blue-ŎƻƭƭŀǊ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƛǘ. 
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¢ƘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƻǳǘΚ  

Institutions 

 - fundraising 

 - personal and career disruptions 

 

Interest groups 

 - strained labor movement 

 - well-funded, sophisticated pro-business groups 

 

Parties 

 - gatekeeping and network effects 
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Those of us who care about political inequality 
need to pay as much attention to who governs 
as we do to who lobbies and who participates.  



 



 


