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“What are you Complaining about?     

It’s a level playing field.  



Continuing Stratification of Political Participation  

by SES Quintile:  1960, 1967, 1990, 2008 

Percentage  
Engaging in  
at Least One  
Political Act  
Other than  

Voting 



Distribution of Political Input:  

Percentage from SES Quintiles, 1990  



Campaign Work and Campaign 

Contributions by SES Percentiles  



Distribution of Political Input:  

Percentage from SES Quintiles, 1990  



Interests Represented by Organizations in Washington  



Business Groups:  

• Are Majority of All 
Organizations 

 
 

• Have Majority of In-
House Lobbyists 

 

 

 

• Spend Super-Majority 
of Lobbying Dollars  

 

 

 

• Submit Small 
Fraction of Amicus 
Briefs   

• Hire Super-
Majority of Outside 
Lobbyists 

 

 

• Do Plurality of 
Congressional 
Testimony 

 

 

• Spend Plurality of 
PAC Dollars  

 



On-Line Political Activity At Least As 

Stratified by SES as Off-Line 



 

Political Activity on the Internet 

and Social Media – 2008 and 2012 



Activity Ratio for Highest to Lowest SES Quintile: 

Campaign Activity and Religious Attendance  



Are Activists Typical? Health and Housing 



Recipients of Government Benefits (1990):  

Who Has Political Voice?  



           Asked to Active and Active     

                 by SES Quintile  

            Recruited and Spontaneous  

                      by SES Quintile  



Most Political 
Contributions  
Come from  
Higher Quintiles 

Spontaneous 
Contributions 
Less Stratified 
by SES 

Recruited 
Contributions 
More Stratified 
by SES  


